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CA 220: Writing For Mass Media

Fall 2009 Section 102

 Tuesday and Thursday 12:30 p.m. UCOM 1217

Instructor: John Sellers 

Phone: Work 604-4451, Home 633-4837

E-mail: jis301@jaguar1.usouthal.edu

Office Hours: UCOM 1109 Adjunct Office: Appointment Only
Objectives:

This course focuses on basic mass media writing, including print, broadcast and Internet for journalists, public relations practitioners and Web writers. Students can learn to exercise news judgment, organize research and write clear, concise copy.

Textbooks:

James Stovall, Writing for The Mass Media 7th Edition
The Associated Press Stylebook and Libel Manual 2009
Other Required Media:
Press-Register (daily) www.al.com/mobile

The Vanguard (weekly)

Local TV news (nightly)

Attendance and Participation:

To be successful in this class, attend every class. Absences deprive students of class work and participation grades. Excused absences for family emergencies or medical reasons require documentation. Medical excuses are accepted with a physician’s letter, or other document confirming dates of illness. A note from a medical office, or dispensary, where you registered, is not adequate. Emergencies will be considered on a case-by-case basis. Students who miss class, without an excused absence, will receive no credit for the day’s assignment(s).

Absences for a religious observance must be arranged at least a week in advance. Any assignments due in class on that particular day must be submitted in advance. 

Deadlines:
Deadlines are absolute. No makeups are allowed, except for appropriately documented illness, family emergency or religious observances. 

Class Structure:

A class schedule, complete with downloadable lectures and exercises has been prepared for you at www.dibbs.net. Students will be expected to read assignments before class and be prepared to discuss the principles raised in presentations or exercises. Actual dates of discussion may vary. You will be expected to plan class attendance and homework by this schedule. Bear in mind that you may be quizzed on current events at the beginning of class, so follow current events closely. Get into the habit of reading the newspaper and watching television news. The Communication Department provides copies of the Press-Register for students in the hallway newsrack and the Vanguard is delivered to the department. Try to listen to some radio news each day. 
Exams:

You will be given four AP Style exams, a cumulative mid-term and a cumulative final. 

Writing Style:

When given a writing assignment, or exercise in writing, copy should be submitted in a typed, double or 1 ½-spaced format, in correct AP or broadcast style. Work will be graded for spelling, grammar, punctuation and AP Style. Stories will be evaluated for lead quality, language use, expression, readability, organization and transition. You are expected to take time to proofread your work.

Points will be deducted for errors as follows:

-5 points for grammar, punctuation and AP Style errors.

-5 points for improper copy symbols or failure to prepare copy correctly.

-5 points for failure to meet a deadline for the first five minutes past deadline. One point per minute will be subtracted for every minute past deadline.

-10 points for a spelling error, deducted for both spelling errors and typographic errors. If the same word is misspelled more than once in a story, the points will be subtracted only once. If a person’s name is misspelled, that is a factual error.

-25 points for a factual error.

Poor content – work that fails to meet the basic criteria of the assignment will cause grade reduction.

Work done particularly well may receive bonus points, from 2 to 20 points for exceptional leads, organization or use of information.

Each assignment will be graded using a Feedback Sheet. First, the content of your paper will be evaluated based on a set of predetermined criteria. Point values for mechanics errors will be subtracted after the content grade is established. A copy of this feedback sheet will be provided to you.

Grades are determined on a 10-point scale:

A (90-100): Excellent work; far above and beyond the expectations of the assignment

B (80-89): Good work; above average

C (70-79): Average work; meets the demands of the assignment

D (60-69): Poor work; does not meet requirements fully; lacks preparation and effort

F (<60): Failing work

Your final grades will be calculated as follows:

AP Style Exams:

15 percent

Quizzes and homework:
30 percent

Midterm exam:

15 percent

Final exam: 


20 percent

Clip file:

 
5 percent

Attendance/Participation:
15 percent

Quiz policy: 

Quizzes will be both announced and unannounced. Moreover, they will be based on information presented via lectures, reading assignments and current events. If you arrive late for class during a quiz, you may take the quiz if others are still working. You will not have extra time to finish.

Clip files: 

One of the assignments in this class is to keep a running clip file. The clip file will be discussed and assigned during the first week of class. It is due on the last day of class. The goal of the clip file is to help you recognize several kinds of news and feature stories. You will build a collection of stories that you can use throughout the semester for examples of writing (such as police stories, education stories, personality profiles, backgrounders, etc.). The clip file is worth 5 percent of your grade.

Academic Dishonesty:
Academic Dishonesty is an offense that will be reported to the Academic Dishonesty Committee. Refer to your student manual for guidelines on what constitutes academic dishonesty. It is your responsibility as the student, to know what academic dishonesty is and to abide by the university rules and regulations.

Accommodations for Students with Disabilities:
In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, students with bona fide disabilities will be afforded reasonable accommodations. If you have a specific disability that qualifies you for academic accommodations, please notify me and provide certification from Disability Services or the Office of Special Students Services. The Office of Special Students Services is directed by Andrea C. Agnew aagnew@usouthal.edu, and is located in the Student Center, Room 270. The phone number is 460-7212.
Electronic Devices:

All electronic devices should be turned off prior to class. This includes cell phones, beepers and watches. If you have a special need that requires such a device please see me and explain. Class participation points will be deducted for interruptions by these devices.

Notes:

Bring to every lab class: a floppy, USB memory drive or zip disk and your textbooks

I will start class at 12:40 p.m. Excessive lateness will effect your class participation grade.

Some story assignments will be in class, and writing to deadline is a requirement of this class. Late assignments will be docked five points.

Accuracy is important in any media career. That is why you will lose 25 points for any error of fact in an assignment. If it isn’t accurate, it isn’t news, it’s fiction.

I will not discuss grades in class. Make an appointment. Please discuss any grades with me within two weeks of receiving them.
Tips:
First of all, you will not learn to write if you don’t read. PowerPoint lecture outlines are available on line to use before class, but you must read in advance to do your writing and editing exercises and your AP Style exercises.

Read the newspaper! The best way to absorb this new style of writing is to read it.

If you are having trouble keeping up, let me know quickly.

Additional information:

Not all classes progress at the same rate, so I may modify the class schedule, or requirements, as circumstances present themselves. If I plan to modify anything, I will give you ample notice and repeated reminders. I will also post the changes on line.
If you need extra help with grammar, spelling, punctuation or AP Style, please ask me. You can also find help at the University Writing Center; they provide tutors to help you improve your writing. The Writing Center office is located in room 207 of Alpha Hall East. To schedule an appointment, call the center at 460-6480. The Writing Center’s Web site is www.southalabama.edu/writing/index.htm.

