IMMIGRATION

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. -- An Illinois congressman speaking today in Birmingham said he hopes the Department of Homeland Security acts quickly on his request to suspend the deportation of immigrants picked up by Alabama authorities until a federal challenge to the state's new law is resolved. 

The request from Rep. Luis Gutierrez, D-Ill., to Homeland Security Secretary Janet Napolitano applies to immigrants with no criminal background. 

Gutierrez headlined a group of speakers today during a rally at Fair Park Arena, where an estimated 3,500 people gathered to protest the state's new immigration law. 

Many speakers drew parallels between the legislation and the struggle for blacks' civil rights in the 1960s. 

Were it not for voices who fought for equality back then, Gutierrez said he and many others in Congress would not have a voice today. "We intend to do justice with that voice," he said. 

Gutierrez called the state law, HB56, anti-Alabama. When restaurants owned by Alabama residents are empty and when Alabama farmers can't get their crops to market, the state suffers, he said. "The bigotry that this law represents ... We have defeated it before and we will defeat it again." 

